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Dear A+ Colleagues, 
Imagine walking into a room where you and teachers 
who teach similar grade levels and subject areas are 
standing by display boards showcasing great teaching 
ideas to share!  You are welcome to answer questions 
about your idea, as well as walk around to see the oth-
ersõ ideas. You are filled with inspiration and leave with 
creative lesson plans in hand.  
 
That will be our new Snapshots of Creativity teacher shar-
ing session for Statewide Conference 2008! No more 
worries about leading a session.  
You can bring your ideas on a dis-
play board to share with your col-
leagues. This will allow us to ac-
commodate many more lesson ideas than we were able 
to provide in previous òFavorite Lessonó formats. Weõre 
counting on you to represent each school and grade 
level! Principals also will share in their own similar ses-

sion, so everyone join in the fun in deciding what you 
will share with your colleagues. This is one of many ex-
citing changes to this yearôs Statewide Conference on 
August 1 as we òGet to the Heart of Creativityó together!   
 
Remember these steps to qualify for your schoolõs     
assigned free registrations:  

1. Complete an on-site A+ workshop this year. 
2.  Submit a Snapshot of Creativity from your 

school. Click here for your submission form and to 
download models for handouts. You also may create 

your own handout. Save your 
òsnapshotó form and e-mail to Janie 
Womble  at A+. Then, create your 
handout. All handouts received by 

June 15 will be included on a CD given to each confer-
ence participant. Stay tuned for more SWC details in 
future newsletters!           Best,                                                                                
   Jean and Rosalynn 

  You are filled with inspiration  and 
leave with lesson plans in hand. ò 
ñ 

Check it out! 
Getting to the Heart of Creativity Statewide Conference:   

August 1, 2008                                                                                    
Create, explore and learn with us at Southern Nazarene University 

 

* 
                      catch it      share it * 

Have you caught any sparks?  
Start collecting now;  the online form will debut April 1, 2008.  

Click here to learn more about capturing sparks near you! 
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http://www.aplusok.org/
mailto:mailto:jwomble1@ucok.edu
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http://www.stateofcreativity.com/uploads/other/072b030ba126b2f4b2374f342be9ed44_A+%20SWC%20(Save%20the%20Date%20Card%20Final%20Back).pdf
http://www.stateofcreativity.com/uploads/other/072b030ba126b2f4b2374f342be9ed44_A+%20SWC%20(Save%20the%20Date%20Card%20Final%20Back).pdf
http://www.stateofcreativity.com/uploads/other/072b030ba126b2f4b2374f342be9ed44_A+%20SWC%20(Save%20the%20Date%20Card%20Final%20Back).pdf
http://www.stateofcreativity.com/uploads/other/072b030ba126b2f4b2374f342be9ed44_Spark%20promotion.pdf
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A+ Kinds of Things                    Marci Brueggen 
Experiencing the impact of the arts may only happen in 
fleeting moments. But if not now, when? In an effort to 
catch and cultivate those moments, A+ principalsõ con-
versations center on the idea of relationshipsñstaffing 
schools with influential people who share a common vi-

sion, making creativity more 
than a product, maintaining a 
balance of experiences, pro-
viding choices, beginning with 
small steps, and trusting in 
our own creative genius.  
 
Fifth graders at A+ Whittier 

Elementary in Lawton have addressed a fundraising need 
by creating an evening of entertainment, food and fun as 
they strive to leave a legacy. Their musical dinner theater, 
òGo West,ó production has challenged students in re-
searched history, music skills, writing, drama, set and 
costume design, public relations, and organization mod-
els. Principal Donna Bagwell values this authentic and 
enriched assessment for each child, whose experiences 
today will impact tomorrowõs learning.  
 
A+ Russell Babb Elementary in Harrah recently opened a 
twenty-five year old time capsule and replaced it with 
another to be revealed in the next 25 years. Will its con-
tents resurface memories of proficiently playing in a re-
corder concert and impressing an audience for the first 
time? Or, remind students of a chance to learn an art 
form and an appreciation of musiciansõ creative genius? 

Will the 4th and 5th grade honor choir members remem-
ber all that was learned in the process of qualifying to 
sing on stage at the Arts Festival 2008? Principal Glendia 
Warren believes in the power of beginnings and the 
small, steady steps that move a community toward 
greater creative awareness.  
 
A rich Indian heritage in the A+ Roosevelt Elementary 
school community in Pryor intentionally lends itself to 
enriched learning in the arts and history. The partnership 
of the A+ school staff and the outreach staff of a Chero-
kee Nationõs museum extend Native American dance, 
visual arts forms and musical 
experiences to students. Do-
cent and artist presence in the 
school and on-site visits to 
Tsa la gi contribute lessons in 
the evolving history and per-
sonal connections to ances-
tors of many of the schoolõs 
students and neighbors. Principal Patsy Gore recognizes 
the importance of cultural understanding and hands-on 
arts experiences to bring harmony into to a community.  
 
Throughout A+ schools, the time is now. A+ educators 
know the power of the artsñcreativity, innovation, and 
inspirational appreciation. As A+, we must make time to 
continue to foster arts experiences that influence stu-
dentsõ learning and who they will become. 
 

Creating the school you want for a child you love! 

Your A+                                             Opportunities for YOU  

 

      Thanks to all who explored    

creativity at the Spring                  

Mini Institute! 

http://www.lawtonps.org/Schools/Whittier/
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http://www.pryorok.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/PRYORv3.woa/wo/2.0.17.MainLayoutNumber2.5.CommunitySubNavigation.1.6.0.0.0
http://www.pryorok.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/PRYORv3.woa/wo/2.0.17.MainLayoutNumber2.5.CommunitySubNavigation.1.6.0.0.0
http://www.aplusok.org/
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All Around A+                     ά!Ƙŀέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !Ҍ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
¶ Quail Creek Elementary in OKC celebrated its 60th 

birthday by hosting an Arts Fest on Saturday, March 1, 
2008.  Every student painted a self portrait and wrote a 
poem to accompany the painting! The event was well 
attended, and everyone had a fantastic time. Happy 

Birthday, Quail Creek! 

¶ Karen Voyles, Eng-
lish and Dance teacher at Harding Fine Arts 
Academy in OKC, joined students at a High 
School Event hosted by UCOõs dance program.   

¶  Principal Nancy Turlington of 
Sapulpaõs Freedom Elemen-
tary accepted the GE Model 
School status from GE foun-
der, Charlie Hollar, and GE 
Mentor, Rick Pierce. 

¶ Putnam Heights and        
Oklahoma Childrenõs Theatre 
in OKC engage students after school with a drama and 
creative writing experience. 
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Regional Networking Recap    Alissa Crawford/Genie Reiman 

òLights, camera, action!ó That was the phrase of the day at 
the Regional Networking Meetings (RNM). Held late 
February at Chouteau Fine Arts Academy (Tulsa area) and 
Linwood Elementary (Oklahoma City area), both schools 
showcased building tours and student informances.  

 
Chouteauõs in-
formance began 
with sounds 
from awesome 
homemade 
drums played by 
Sally Haugheyõs 
Pre-K class 
along with 

Robin Peyton and Angela Parkerõs 4th/5 th grade multiage 
class. Next, Angela Parkerõs 5th graders played the tune, 
òWhat do You Do with a Whacky Sailor?ó on boom 
whackers. Jennifer Potts and Dana McBurneyõs 2nd grad-
ers, assisted by Angela Peyton, concluded with a perform-
ance of òThe Mitten,ó with words and music by Heidi 
Butkus.   
 
At Linwood Elementary, Ms. Eichorõs, Ms. Parkerõs and 
Ms. McGeeõs first grade classes, along with Music 
Teacher Jack Mitchell and Art Teacher Tam Nguyen, 
shared with participants an informance about springtime. 
Principal Susan Combs and staff went above and beyond 

by decorating the room with A+ centerpieces, and the 
PTA provided a beautiful buffet for afternoon snacking 
during the workshop. RNM participants were over-
whelmed with Linwoodõs gracious hospitality and enjoyed 
visiting its campus.   
 
Teachers and principals at both locations experienced a 
wonderful Music Integration workshop presented by 
Oklahoma A+ Fellows, Deji Dugger, Sonya Fergeson and 
Clydia Forehand.  Sonya and Clydia facilitated activities 
from their San Francisco Symphonyõs  Keeping Score ex-
periences last summer. Modeling collaboration and two-
way integration, Deji Dugger facilitated a movie-making 
integration with participants. Using events from Ameri-
can History, participants created entertaining movies in-
spired by music from Stravinskyõs òThe Firebird.ó Groups 
wrote their own scenes, designed movie posters and pre-
sented informances to each other. The room was filled 
with laughter and conversation as teachers collaborated 
and networked. The workshops ended with teachers shar-
ing ideas used in their classrooms, which may be seen at 
the A+ Statewide Conference on August 1, 2008. 
 
Many ideas were exchanged, and the opportunity to net-
work with A+ teachers and principals provided fun and 
fellowship for all involved. Thank you to both Chouteau 
and Linwood for welcoming us into your schools!  We 
look forward to future Regional Networking Meetings.   
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